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Press release: exhibition invitation  
Ira Svobodová: Liminal Phase

January 17 – March 2, 2025

Curator: Martina Mrázová

Trafo Gallery cordially invites you to an exhibition of paintings by Ira Svobodová entitled Liminal Phase. The exhibition features work created in the last year and reflects transformational process leading from one state to another in colors of white, grey, pink a nd blue. The exhibition opening will take place on Thursday January 16 at 7pm at Trafo Gallery, the book launch with a guided tour on Wednesday February 5 2025 at 6pm. For more information, please visit www.trafogallery.cz. 

What happens at the interface of light and shadow, where colours and shapes merge with the air in a haze of mist? Between any two phases there is always a certain liminal situation, a mysterious space of unclear contours in which a transformational process takes place leading from one state to another. We never know much about the transitional phases themselves and are unable so much as to attempt a description without defining them in relation to the preceding and succeeding states. However, in the words of Merleau-Ponty, we can view them as “gaps through which poetry penetrates“.
It is the transitional horizon of phenomena that has become the leitmotif of Ira Svobodová’s exhibitions, in whose work the analytical approach to the medium of painting has always been naturally intertwined with reflections on human life and psychological states. It is for this reason that she has long turned to geometric morphology in her paintings in conjunction with subtle colour schemes and the surfaces of the ephemeral material of paper. The delicacy of pure, illuminated forms has now been deepened by work with transparent papers and the phenomenon of coloured shadows. In her new painting cycles, Svobodová offers a glimpse into the hidden dimensions of painting, not only through the translucent surfaces of paper, but also by directly cutting through the paper surfaces, into which she then inserts additional strips of coloured paper. On the one hand, she reveals what has hitherto been hidden from the viewer: on the other, she places her paintings in a uniformly coloured environment thus suppressing their dominant aspects. In this way, Svobodová obscures the notion of what is fundamental, namely, whether it is that which is accessible to us at first sight, or that towards which we have to work our way patiently and attentively. 

We would like to thank the partners of Trafo Gallery: Prague City Hall, Canadian Medical, the ČEZ Group, Hospodářské noviny, Art District 7, Art Revue, Radio 1, Wine4You and M0ST Nápoje / Beverages s.r.o.
Contacts for visits and media: Blanka Čermáková (trafogallery@trafogallery.cz, 739 517 758), Šárka Samková (sarka@trafogallery.cz, 724 349 590), Alice Hromádko (alice@trafogallery.cz, 725 857 476), Kateřina Kopicová (katerina@trafogallery.cz, 603 841 096). More at www.trafogallery.cz
